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The wet weather is making everything grow including the grass in 

the Churchyard. Fortunately it was sunny and warm for the 

Churchyard service on the 19th of June with over 50 in attendance 

Here was an Interesting visitor to Rivenhall End on Sunday 29th May 

read about him in the magazine 



Our Services this Month 
 

 

July 2016 
3rd July 2016     Festival of St Thomas the Apostle 

9.30 am St. Francis    Holy Communion 

11 am St Mary’s   Children’s Service 

10th July 2016   7th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St Francis   Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion with Sunday School 
 

17th July 2016    8th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis    Holy Communion 

11.00 am St. Mary’s   Matins 
 

24th July 2016     9th Sunday after Trinity 

9.30 am St. Francis    Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St. Mary’s   Holy Communion 
      

 

31st July 2016   10th Sunday after Trinity 

11.00 am St Mary’s   Joint Service of Holy Communion 

 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin   01376 583930 

 psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Maureen Scollan   01376 517863 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy   01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken     01376 583846 

Musical Director Emmelia Van de Walt  07940 512407 
 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 
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The Sheep of God  - From a Talk by J Cain 

I was asked to talk at one of our Sunday Services recently and on 

doing some research I was interested to find how often sheep are 

mentioned in the Bible I started by looking at  John chapter 10 

verses 22 -30  this was one of the readings scheduled for that 

day .  In this reading Jesus  was in  the  temple in Jerusalem and 

was asked by a group of Jews who he was  . Jesus  told the people 

listening that those who believe in him are his flock  In John’s 

Gospel Jesus calls himself the good shepherd , the good shepherd 

lays down his life for his sheep .. Sheep and shepherds also play a 

great part in our hymns namely The Lord is my Shepherd; Loving 

Shepherd of my sheep; The King of love my shepherd is and many 

of the Christmas carols. Singing hymns does help to uplift us. 

In fact some   hymns  really are uplifting but you do need to take 

note of the words as well as the melody. For me music has played 

a great part in my life. and we can look at what God has done 

through music. For example “The Creation” by Haydn, in it, these 

words are sung "and God said let the earth bring forth the living 

creature after his kind, cattle and beasts of the earth". 

In the three parts of the Messiah by Handel there is more to be 

heard regarding sheep. In the first part at the birth of Christ the 

shepherds were tending their sheep and they were frightened 

when an Angel came to tell them the good news, of a Saviour, 

Christ the Lord In the second part we come to the place where the 

Aria tells you that "He will feed his flock like a shepherd. He shall 

gather the lambs with his arms and gently lead them". Then we 

come to "Behold the lamb of God". Who by this time is Jesus The 

lamb who has come to take away the sins of the world, after 

which Jesus was scorned despised and rejected. Our lamb is now 

fully grown and is experiencing the wrath of the people he was 

sent to save. Then comes the music of the people saying "all we 

like sheep we have turned everyone to his own way" meaning no-

body is listening to Jesus in what he had to say they are all going 

their own way and not following him like sheep. They had gone 

astray. The Lord had laid on him the iniquity of us all, meaning all 

their sins.  In the third part After Jesus crucifixion we come to 

"worthy is the lamb" that was slain and hath redeemed us to God by 

his blood to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and Hon-

our and Glory and blessing. 

Toward the end we come to " There were shepherds abiding in the fields 

keeping watch over their flock" and the angels of the Lord came upon 

them and the glory of the Lord shone around them" This had brought us 
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full circle as the shepherds played a large part of Jesus life. They were 

there at his birth and at his death.  

Sheep were important in Biblical  times . They provided wool, milk ,and 

meat Their horns were used to store oil or as musical instruments and 

their wool provided clothing and bedding. 

In the Bible there are many Parables , stories that Jesus told to help us 

understand his teachings  “The parable of the Lost Sheep “ is one of 

the most well-known and   teaches us right from wrong  A good shep-

herd is someone who looked after his sheep in the flock carefully and 

makes  sure that they are kept safe from wolves and other wild ani-

mals . If any of the sheep are injured or go astray the shepherd finds   

them and brings  them home  Jesus will remain the good shepherd for-

ever. 

Our churchyard Needs You! 

In 2006 St Mary’s churchyard won the best kept small church yard 

competition 10 years on (we also got a highly commended in the 

2012 awards) and the volunteers who care for the church yard have 

become older and somehow the weather appears wetter and I am 

sure the grass grows faster (The month of May is the fastest grow-

ing season for grass). 

The church yard gang meet every Wednesday morning and recently 

on Tuesdays as well. In the summer we mainly mow, use the strim-

mer and clip. In the winter there are hedges and trees to care for 

and ivy to control not to mention the stinging nettles! 

Recently someone asked me why we don’t use contractors. Firstly 

they cost money and secondly if we employed them four times a 

year I dread to think what the grass would be like in the meantime. 

The church yard is a conservation area. We have a safe area for 

snakes to breed, homes for hedgehogs, grass hopper runs, bird 

boxes and an owl box. Not forgetting many unusual wild flowers in 

the areas we keep especially for wild flowers. It is a beautiful set-

ting, overlooking fields where sheep graze. Somewhere to reflect! a 

place of peace. 

In June each year we hold a church yard service. The Chelmsford 

Silver band play for us, this service provides a chance to remember 

loved ones visit their resting place and light a candle in their 

memory. 

The grass has been a challenge for us this year but I think at last we 

have won (until next year)! There is a picture of this years service 
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shown on the front of the magazine and as this year the service was 

also on “Fathers Day” and the churchyard was very busy all day with 

people coming to see the resting place of their loved ones.  

Please come and visit us on a Wednesday morning when offers of 

help are always welcome. 

Clare Hope 
 

Collects and Reading For July 2016 

3rd July Festival Thomas the Apostle 

Readings 

Habakkuk 1:1-4 

Ephesians 2:19-end 

John20:24-29 

Collect 

Almighty and eternal God, 

who, for the firmer foundation of our faith, 

allowed your holy apostle Thomas 

      to doubt the resurrection of your Son 

till word and sight convinced him: 

grant to us, who have not seen, that we also may believe 

and so confess Christ as our Lord and our God; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

10th July 7th Sunday after Trinity 

Readings 

Deuteronomy 30:9-14 

Colossians 1:1-14 

Luke 10:25-37 

Collect 

Generous God, 

you give us gifts and make them grow: 

though our faith is small as mustard seed, 

make it grow to your glory 

and the flourishing of your kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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17th July 8th Sunday after Trinity 

Readings 

Genesis 18:1-10a 

Colossians 1:15-28 

Luke 10:38-42 

Collect 

Lord God, 

your Son left the riches of heaven 

and became poor for our sake: 

when we prosper save us from pride, 

when we are needy save us from despair, 

that we may trust in you alone; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

24th July 9th Sunday after Trinity 

Readings 

Genesis 18:20-32 

Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19) 

Luke 11:1-13 

Collect 

Gracious Father, 

revive your Church in our day, 

and make her holy, strong and faithful, 

for your glory's sake 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

31st July 10th Sunday after Trinity 

Readings 

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 

Colossians 3:1-11 

Luke 12:13-21 

Collect 

Lord of heaven and earth, 

as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent in prayer, 

give us patience and courage never to lose hope, 

but always to bring our prayers before you; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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The Return of the Post Office 

Yes it is True! Rivenhall is going to have a post 

office every Friday in the Village Hall.  

This will take place during the coffee morning—

more details to follow:- 

So well done the Rivenhall Playing Fields Association for negoti-

ating this service with the Post Office. 

The 50/50 Club May 2016 winners   
 

1st Mr A Cooper, 2nd Mr P Hope, 3rd Mrs L Kozikiewicz  
 

From the Registers June 2016 
 

Weddings   

28th May Damien Mark Brown & Rachel Jane Ranfield 

18th June David Nicholas Fisher & Rachael Jayne Ball 

Funerals  None 

Internment of Ashes 26th June Julia Ann Eliot 

Christenings  12th June Lauren Emily Pitts; Georgina May Glasson;  

Harry Valentino Tearle  
 

RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF COUNCIL MEETING HELD 7th JUNE 2016 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Bills, Anderson, Prime, 

Clark and Turner. 

Also present: Parish Clerk, and 5 members of the public. 

Public Forum 

The following matters were brought to the attention of members: 

 

 Bridleway/Footpaths via and near Hoo Hall – Clerk will contact 

ECC. 

 As ECC has currently rejected the restriction of through traffic at 

the Witham end of Rectory Lane (a Protected and Quiet Lane) the 

Clerk will seek guidance for further RPC action from CPRE and the 

Chairman will raise the issue again at the next BDLHP meeting on 
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7th July. 

 Motorcycles are still being ridden along John Ray Walk. 

 Overhanging branches and foliage along the Oak Road footways 

require trimming. The Clerk will arrange this with the mainte-

nance contractor. 

 Roadside verge cutting has recently commenced. 

 Excavations have commenced for the Rivenhall Oaks Golf Centre 

lake. 

 The Clerk will check the details included in the ECC diversion no-

tice for Footpath 60. 

Matters for Discussion 

Tarecroft Wood 

ECC will be undertaking woodland surveys this spring and summer in 

support of the management they propose to undertake in the au-

tumn/winter of 2017/18 as part of a Countryside Stewardship Agree-

ment that encompasses the County Council woodland estate - circa 

300 hectares of ancient woodland across 25 sites.  

Tusser Close garages and fly tipping in the ditch at the rear 

The Chairman is meeting a Greenfields representative on 10th June 

to discuss these matters. 

Parking on the Village Green 

BDC has ceased using “No Parking” signs for village greens as expe-

rience indicates that drivers take little notice of the signs.  “Polite” 

notices have worked in some parishes and BDC agreed to supply 

these for the Clerk to display on vehicles if necessary – these notices 

are still awaited. 

Network Rail possible crossing closure on Footpaths 45/43 

Network Rail are holding a consultation event on Thursday 16th June 

in Witham Public Hall, from 2pm to 7pm, re the possible closure of 

the main line level crossing at Footpaths 45/43.  A pre-meeting for 

local Councillors or representatives commences 1pm. 

ECC consultation on bus fare increase on council buses 

A consultation is being launched on Monday 9th June into changes to 

bus fares on services provided by Essex County Council.  ECC pro-

pose an increase of about 5% for the next three years – about 10p 

per ticket. The Witham to Tollesbury routes 91 Monday/Saturday and 

95 Sunday via Rivenhall End appear to be the only routes affecting 
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this parish. 

ECC Highways maintenance 

 ECC confirm that the broken signs on Rickstones Road and Church 

Road should be replaced within the next six weeks. 

 Street lights not working along Oak Road will be notified to ECC. 

 The Church Road Zebra crossing beacon has been repaired. 

 The maintenance contractor will be requested to trim back the 

overgrown shrubs at the junction of Oak Road and Henry Dixon 

Road. 

 Part of the A12 cycle/footway still remains to be completed – the 

Chairman is liaising with Highways England about this (note: this 

has since been completed – the delay was due to street lights 

having to be moved). 

General maintenance 

It was agreed that the sum of £40.00 each be allocated for summer 

planting at Rivenhall End and Rivenhall Village.  The Chairman agreed 

to do the planting in Rivenhall Village. 

Planning applications 

16/00792/FUL: Conservatory to side – 110 Oak Road. 

Members raised no objection to this application. 

Planning Results 

15/01396/FUL: Dropped kerb – 473 Rickstones Road. 

Application granted by BDC. 

16/00228/FUL: Removal of timber stable and replacement with cart 

lodge and garage/store – Hoo Hall Lodge, Oak Road. 

Application granted by BDC. 

16/00295/FUL: Single storey side extension and garage – 41 St. 

Mary’s Road. 

Application granted by BDC. 

16/00325/FUL: New foot and cycle path – Land adjacent Rectory 

Lane. 

Application granted by BDC. 

The Clerk will ask BDC why there was no reference to the RPC letter 

and recommendations regarding this application. 

Ongoing Planning Issues 
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BDC Local Plan 

BDC has arranged public exhibitions on the Draft Local Plan 

throughout the district, including on 29th & 30th June in Witham 

Public Hall and 12th July in the Village Hall Silver End, both from 

2.30pm to 7.30pm. The Draft Plan will be discussed by BDC on 

20th June. There are no additions/amendments to the previous al-

locations in respect of Rivenhall Parish. Copies of the plan docu-

ments and maps will be available for inspection at the August RPC 

meeting. 

Rivenhall Airfield – Major Waste site and Incinerator 

There should be a response from the Environment Agency to the 

Permit application during July or August 2016. 

Braintree District Local Highways Panel 

a. 7.5T weight restriction, Oak Road – still awaiting completion. 

b. Extended 30mph limit along Church Road -  Implementation 

possibly by Autumn 2016. 

c. Grass verge outside 51-53 Oak Road – completed but untidy. 

d. Rectory Lane - Quiet Lane status approved – further ap-

proaches to be made about stopping up the Witham end of 

the lane to through traffic. Clerk to notify local residents by 

letter of the current situation. 

Correspondence received 

* Highways England has given notice that, regarding the A12 

widening scheme, towards the end of the summer, local fo-

rums will be arranged by Jacobs Consultancy.  These are not 

formal consultations but a means to inform regarding the 

scheme developments.  Confirmation of a new date following 

the deferred meeting with the Parish Council has been re-

quested by the Clerk and a reply is awaited. The Chairman is 

liaising with residents and Highways England regarding letters 

it sent to residents about environmental surveys.  

* BDC has published its draft Housing Strategy for consultation 

via their website; the consultation ends on 20th August 2016. 

Information exchange and items for the July Agenda 

Cllr. Prime reported that the local grass cutting appeared to be as 

scheduled. 

Dates of future meetings  
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Tuesdays 5th July and 2nd August both in Rivenhall Village Hall start-
ing at 8pm. 

Proposed Footpath Closures in Rivenhall 

Network Rail are proposing to close two footpath crossings in Riv-

enhall End. The one that will affect most people is known as Potters 

crossing (crossing E19 on Footpath 105/43) .  

There is a consultation at www.networkrail.co.uk/angliacrossings  

and I would like to encourage everyone who uses the footpaths in 

this area to make their feelings known by completing the question-

naire. The consultation closes on July 7th so time is short. As far as I 

can see the crossing is not dangerous (as claimed by Networkrail) 

and does not limit train speeds because you can see 5 miles in each 

direction at that location. As you may be aware network rail are try-

ing to reduce journey times from Norwich to London by increasing 

the speed of trains and this involves closing many crossing across 

East Anglia. 

To close this crossing just to speed up the trains is a complete non-

sense since the trains already travel at well over 100 mph on this 

very straight section of the line.  Also at the moment there are few 

alternatives for dog walking since the farmer of the land opposite has 

yet to cut the grass around the field edges limiting the walking op-

tions for dog walkers to the route across the rail crossing and up to 

Hoo Hall. I would suggest that anyone who feels unhappy about 

these proposals should go to the website above and express their 

views. 

Note personally I do not object to the closure of crossing E20 Snivil-

lers the other crossing in Rivenhall Parish subject to a proposed clo-

sure as having used this crossing a few times it is in a dangerous lo-

cation  with poor visibility relative to the speed of the trains.) 

Your Editor Peter Hope 

A Summer Recipe by Ann Clarke 
 

Madeira cake with summer berries  
 

This recipe combines a slice of cake for tea, and a pudding. 

Plus, you can freeze this in slices, so it is multi purpose. 
 

200g /7 oz SR flour 

50g/1 ¾ oz ground almonds 

175g /6 oz caster sugar 

http://www.networkrail.co.uk/angliacrossings
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175g/6oz butter, softened 

3 large eggs 

1 lemon, zest finely grated 

Mixed summer berries 

Icing sugar to sprinkle 
 

Preheat oven 10 160, gas 3 

And line a 9in round tin with greaseproof paper 
 

Combine flour, almonds, sugar butter eggs and lemon and whisk to-
gether for 2 minutes until smooth. 

Scrape the mixture into a tin and bake for 55 minutes until a skewer 
inserted comes out clean. 

Transfer to a cooling rack and leave to cool. 

You can either cover it with berries and serve, or add the berries to 
each portion as you need. 

Sky Notes July 2016  

On July 4th, the Earth reaches the point in its orbit when it is furthest 

from the Sun. As our orbit is almost circular, the difference between 

the furthest point in July and the closest in January is not large. How-

ever it does produce small changes in the amount of energy we re-

ceive from the Sun and this combined with other cyclical changes 

such as in the Earth’s tilt contribute to a mechanism which governs 

the waxing and waning of ice ages. Currently the mechanism is plac-

ing us in a long warm interglacial period. Such natural climate change 

is distinct from the changes we are bringing about by increasing the 

concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. We don’t 

know exactly what the extent of human induced climate change 

warming will be, or how long it will last. But we do know that left to 

its own devices our climate should eventually fall back into an ice age 

– but not for tens of thousands of years. 

 Jupiter may be seen in the first half of the month but only in twilight 

low down in the West after the Sun has set. NASA’s Juno spacecraft 

is due to enter orbit around Jupiter on 5th July. The Juno mission has 

many aims, one of which is to try to identify the solid core deep with-

in the gas giant planet. The young Moon will be close by Jupiter on 

the evenings of the 8th and the 9th. 

 The grouping of Mars, Saturn and brighter stars of Scorpius remains 

fairly well placed for viewing in the late evening though as the month 
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progresses it moves more into the South West. Whilst the distance 

between Earth and Mars is now steadily increasing it remains a bright 

object throughout July. 

 Full Moon is on the 19th. On the previous night the Moon will be 

close by in the sky to Pluto, though the tiny distant world needs a 

fairly large telescope to see it. Illustrating how varied our Solar Sys-

tem is, our Moon is actually quite a bit larger than Pluto but is geolog-

ically very quiet. Whilst tiny Pluto was known to be composed of dif-

ferent materials to bodies such as our Moon, few predicted the geo-

logically active surface discovered during the flypast of Pluto by the 

New Horizons spacecraft in July last year. There must still be a heat 

source within Pluto that is keeping it active – yet it had been thought 

that small bodies such as our Moon and Pluto were too small to retain 

the internal heat from their formation billions of years ago. 

    Whilst viewing the Moon on the 18th we are also looking towards 

the centre of our Milky Way galaxy. Unfortunately from the UK this is 

very low down and suffers from our often murky skies and light pollu-

tion. But from dark sky locations further south in Europe, the dense 

star clouds between us and the galactic centre can easily be seen as a 

brighter portion of the Milky Way. The actual centre of our galaxy is 

about 25,000 light years away and cannot be directly seen without 

specialist astronomical equipment. Thanks to advances in technology 

we now have a better understanding of the structure of our galaxy, 

but far from complete – essentially its the problem that we are trying 

to understand a shape looking from the inside, whereas we can see 

the whole structure of distant galaxies.          

 Summer twilight recedes during late July and with the Moon moving 

out of the late evening sky in the last week of the month, there is an 

opportunity to observe again in a dark sky around midnight. A num-

ber of meteor showers are active during July. By observing the track 

of a given meteor across the sky, and working back along the line it 

takes, it is possible to identify which shower it was a member of. For 

example a meteor appearing to come from Capricorn (which is low in 

the South in late July/early August) could be a member of the Alpha 

Capricornid shower. These meteors tend to be relatively slow and can 

flare brightly as they cross the sky. Their origin is a comet and sever-

al centuries from now the shower is predicted to become very active 

– even more so than the current well known showers such as the Per-

seids, the first of which also will be appearing in late July.    

 Sky Watcher 
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End to End Nature Care. 

Other than flint and pieces of septarian nodule from the London Clay, 

Essex has little native building stone of note. In a few places, howev-

er, there are deposits of a porous, calcareous rock known as tufa 

which form where lime-rich water from springs is able to evaporate, 

precipitating carbonate minerals which may encrust or cement togeth-

er stones and other material in the local substrate. Travertine is very 

similar, but forms at hot springs rather than those at ambient temper-

ature.  

The Brain valley in the Notleys and Witham has a good number of 

springs, indeed some will be familiar with Witham’s past as a minor 

spa town in the 18th century thanks to the efforts of John Taverner, 

still reflected in some place names such as Spring Lodge. It should be 

no surprise then that it also has extensive tufa beds, although many 

of them have been worked out to be used as building materials or 

built over themselves as Witham has expanded. As a group we have 

in the past visited Faulkbourne church to look at the geology of its 

building stones, the most notable of which is local tufa. Trying to find 

tufa in situ has been less straightforward but research in the British 

Geological Survey local memoirs identified some target areas on With-

am’s River Walk and a recent visit met with success as first a piece of 

tufa was found in a spring stream and then a further piece was found 

in situ, exposed by recent erosion from one of the springs.  

With high summer here we have also been indulging in extensive bo-

tanical surveying. One evening was spent looking at walls in Maldon, 

the old railway bridge by Spital Road proving particularly good for 

ferns, with several species growing from the mortar joints between 

the high quality blue bricks, including maidenhair spleenwort, black 

spleenwort, hart’s tongue, common polypody and wall rue. Quite why 

this site is so good for them is not entirely clear but it was certainly 

interesting to see them. 

Another evening was spent botanising in Tarecroft Wood. When we 

visit the Wood we tend to muster at the unsurfaced parking area and 

then walk up the rough track. Over the years it has been noticeable 

that dog mess is on the increase on this route, despite “poop-

scooping” being very much the norm nowadays. When off the pave-

ment and with the dog off the lead it is very tempting to be less rigor-

ous in clearing up after it but please can I urge all to be considerate 

towards other users and always “bag and bin” it.  
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Forthcoming activities are listed below. Visit www.e2e.silverend.org 

or contact Simon on 01621 810141 or 07947 388180. 

06 July 
2016 

21:30 
LATE 

Glowworm surveying. Meet at Cressing Railway Station on 
Bulford Mill Lane (TL777202). 

09 July 
2016 

09:30 Morning butterfly safari in Silver End area. Meet in the West-
ern Arms car park. 

13 July 
2016 

19:30 Summer Social at Stovern's Hall Farm (TL825172) including a 
forum meeting and a social evening - bring a bottle and/or 
nibbles. 

20 July 
2016 

19:00 
for 

19:30 

National Plant Monitoring Scheme at Abbotts Hall Farm, Great 
Wigborough CO5 7RZ.  Meet at Stovern's Hall Farm at 19:00 
to car share or at Abbotts Hall at 19:30. Bring hand lens and 
plant ID guides. Followed by glowworm hunt in Tolleshunt 
Knights on old railway route. 

27 July 
2016 

19:30 A visit to the Trafalgar Wood at Porters Farm on Parkgate 
Road (TL834193) between Silver End and Kelvedon. Followed 
by glowworm survey at Bulford Mill Lane (TL777202). 

03 
August 
2016 

19:30 Black Notley churchyard (includes the memorial to John Ray) 
then ambling in the area, followed by glowworm surveying. 
Meet at Black Notley Church, off Church Road CM77 8LE. 

                                                                       

Talking with God, learning to listen. 

Saturday 9th July 

St Mary’s Church, Easthorpe 

10am to 12.30pm 

Come and join us as we spend a morn-

ing exploring these two vital aspects of prayer. Each session will be 

interspersed with times of silence, personal prayer or a group-led 

prayer activity. 

 Opening worship 

 Sharing our experiences of prayer 

 Teaching on prayer 

 Listening to God 

 When we can’t hear God 

 Closing worship 

Refreshments and toilets are available. Coffee will be served from 

9.30am. For more information, speak to Anne-Marie or Liz 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
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 Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd & 4th Monday of the month, 7.30 -10pm 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall, Entry 

50p 

Everyone Welcome 

Riventots Pre-school 

Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  
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Chelmer Chimney Services 
Your Professional Chimney Sweep 

Chimneys and flues Must  

Be Swept Annually to 

Prevent Chimney Fires     

Book today on 01245 258406 
Markhagon@chelmerchimneys.co.uk 

www.chelmerchimneys.co.uk 
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G. Collins& Sons Funeral Direc-

tors  Ltd 

An Independent Family Company 

Visit Our Website: www.gcollinsandsons.net 

Tel: 01376 583750    (24 HOURS) 

4 The Street 

White Notley  

Witham CM8 1RH 

Brother & Sister 

James Collins (Dip FD) & 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 

Witham & Braintree 
We have 4 Lovely house’s  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

Here’s a bright idea….

Huge Savings on all your bills

and free light bulbs for life!

 The latest LED light bulbs typically worth 

£300 - £500- absolutely free!

Use around 11% less electricity      

- forever!

 Free professional installation

 Lifetime Guarantee - never buy 

another light bulb again!

PLUS - save money on all your utilities, food, shopping and petrol

Find Out More: Contact Peter Hope  07904 235101

peterhope@utilitywarehouse.co.uk  Sign up for the deal yourself at: www.utilitywarehouse.org.uk/N17969

Home Phone  Broadband    Mobile         Gas           
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

 

 

 

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Waterside Café & Bar 
@ Colemans Cottage Little Braxted Lane Witham Essex 

FREE AMPLE PARKING     CM8 3EX  

LOVELY VIEWS      01376 502088 

Tuesdays to Sundays 07.00am – 4.00pm 

 

Traditional English Breakfast   Lunchtime Menu                                                                                                                                  

7.00 – 11.00am   12.00 – 3.00pm 

With Daily Specials Board 

 

Teas & Cakes by The Lakes    Sunday Roasts 

 Come and enjoy an afternoon of cream  Bookings Only 

 teas with a choice of various teas or for 

 that special occasion add a glass of Prosecco     Licensed Bar 

 Bookings Only  Buffet Service and Outside Catering offered 
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Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

For all your PC ailments including: 

 Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

 Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

 Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

 Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

 Software Faults and Crashes 

 Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

 Web Design & Computer Training 

 Software Installation & Removal 

 Hardware & Software Supplied 

 

Call the PC Doctor 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making 

Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flatpacks, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no 

jobs too small' 
 

SpeedyBroadband.
co.uk 

 Sick 
Computers 
my Speciality 
 Home Networking Problems 

Sorted Out 

 Computer Viruses Removed 

 Operating System Upgrades 

 Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER 

James Newman 

(MCFHP,MAFHP) 
Home visits/Rest Homes/Nursing 

homes 

Established for 10 years with a 

reliable and friendly service. I am 

now doing home visits in this area 

Corns,Calluses,Hard Skin,Thick 

nails,Nail trimming 

 

HOME VISITS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 

£25 PER PERSON  £40 A COUPLE 

ROUTINE NAIL TRIM ONLY £15 
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 
 
 
Telephone: 01376 513645 
Mobile: 07947 601619 
Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Televison Systems Catered 

for Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 
Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 

 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held 

on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community 

Centre 7pm for 7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 

 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 

 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 
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DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

ANGLIA TREE SERVICES 

Specialist tree surgery 

Residential & Commercial Customers 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service 

call: 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Contact us 

62 Braintree 

Road 

Witham 

Essex CM8 2BY 

01376 500038 

01376 520568 

Opening Times: 

Mon– Tuesday 

8.30 am –6.30 pm 

Wednesday- 

8.30 am—8.30 pm 

Thurs—Fri 

8.30 am—6.30 pm 

 

A friendly caring practice  

for all your pets.  

Visit our website  for more details 

and to register your pet online 
SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY 

Thursday Mornings 
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
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RIVENHALL GARDENING CLUB 

The monthly meeting was held in Rivenhall village hall on Tuesday 

1 e  June 2016. Chairman, Mrs. Pat Clark, welcomed members 

and introduced our speaker for the evening, John Middleditch, 

who spoke to us about some of his experiences as a Show 

secretary. His many anecdotes ranged from the entrant who 

accepted a lift on a motor bike to the Show and on reaching his 

destination realised he held a bunch of stalks rather than the 

sweet peas he had started out with, to the judge who couldn't 

understand why the exhibits were not as listed, only to be 

informed that this was in fact the Autumn Show not the Summer 

Show. Fortunately we don't appear to have such problems! 

COMPETITION RESULTS 

Horticultural 

1st Don Scott 2nd Shirley Bacon 3rd Maurice Bacon 

Domestic 

1st Shirley Bacon 2nd Karen Dakin 3rd Maurice Bacon 

Flower of the Month 

1st Daphne Burton 2nd Pat Clark 3rd Shirley Bacon 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 12th July and will be a 

members' Afternoon Tea. There will not be any Club competitions. 

On SATURDAY 30TH JULY the Club will be holding their 

SUMMER FLOWER SHOW in Rivenhall Village Hall. Entrance 

is free and doors open at 2.15pm. Do come and see a colourful 

display of flowers and enjoy delicious homemade cakes and tea. 

There will also be a raffle. We look forward to seeing you. 

No Club meeting in August. For further information please 

contact the Club secretary on 01376 512781. 

 

Head in the Clouds A Walk by John Macrae 

On a bright Sunday morning last month I awoke in a Berwick-upon-

Tweed guest-house contemplating my three-day walk to Dunbar 

along the Berwickshire Coastal Footpath.  The previous evening I had 

followed the town’s Lowry Trail which entertained and engrossed me 

with so many of his pictures depicting Berwick street scenes (and yes 

… smiling children on the beach …. not all grey northern factories and 

dour stooped individuals here!)  I was about to embark on a 34 mile 

ramble that would complete my British coastal walk between Hull in 
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South Yorkshire and Dundee on Tayside. 

Firstly it was a gentle, scenic stroll along Berwick’s famous Elizabethan 

town walls then the rest of the day I followed the grassy path that 

follows the ins and outs of the limestone cliffs.  At various points there 

were either very steep steps cut into the cliff face or adits (tunnels) 

cut steeply down to the shore.  These were used by a man or a 

donkey, “cuddy” in old Scots, to carry up small deposits of coal hewn 

from seams in the lower cliffs.  This glorious day ended in the scenic 

town of Eyemouth where entrepreneur smuggler John Nisbet built his 

magnificent John Adam designed Gunsgreen House. 

Day two started in hazy sun as I climbed the dramatically craggy 

coastal path through the St Abbs Head Nature Reserve.  By mid-

morning I was in a thick fog-bank with only 10 to 15 feet visibility!  I 

stood by the lighthouse perimeter wall and couldn’t even see the 

lighthouse.  The next six miles were mostly across rough moorland 

with 400ft cliffs “somewhere over there” and only the occasional 

(highly misleading) marker post.  It was very intense ready-reckoning 

compass work that brought me, correctly, to the beautiful little cove of 

Pease Sands: here the fog suddenly lifted and I could bask once more 

in glorious sunshine (I could have done with that at St Abbs Head!)  

From there my trail was easy to follow as it links with the easternmost 

end of the Southern Upland Way (a 211 mile walk I had walked back 

in 1988).  This day ended in Cockburnspath.   

My final day was not warm and sunny; it was hot and absolutely 

scorching without a puff of wind (unlike Essex where Rivenhall folk 

were dodging torrents!)  The grassy walking was easy along the low, 

soft sandy cliffs with occasional limestone outcrops: the views out to 

sea were an artist’s dream with little fishing boats plying their trade 

and flocks of sea birds wheeling noisily in the sky.  I spent quite some 

time sitting on Thorntonloch beach, chatting to a local and learning 

much about the fascinating history of the area.  It was then on and 

around the haunting, almost “lonely” Torness nuclear power station 

then by one of the best preserved lime kilns I have ever seen at 

Skateraw.  Absolutely sweltering beneath my sun-hat I slowly came 

to my lunch-time spot at Barns Ness where the redundant 

whitewashed lighthouse dazzlingly stands surrounded by a shingle 
promontory - a mini Dungeness.  My lunch snack and copious volumes 

of water were there consumed whilst the sun and the sea reflections 

were doing their utmost to fry all exposed parts of my anatomy!   
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I could easily have spent the afternoon lapping up the vista but 

eventually I lifted my small rucksack and headed towards Dunbar.  

My final two miles were spent just a few feet above sea level on the 

meandering, shore-hugging path by the town’s golf course before I 

emerged by the harbour and downed a couple of much appreciated 

pints at the Volunteer Arms (named in honour of the nearby lifeboat 

station): a grand walk. 

“Warm Night” - Some Crime Prevention advice for the home 

In medieval times as night time approached the castle draw bridge 

was raised, the portcullis dropped, and the sentry stationed at the 

gate would not let anyone in unchallenged. Now whilst the 

drawbridge and portcullis would be a bit over the top, at the average 

home there are a few simple things you can do on these hot 

summers nights to prevent you from becoming a victim of crime. 

First line of defence, where possible prevent an intruder from getting 

to the rear of your property (most burglary point of entries occur at 

the rear of the property) with a 6’ fence and gate, consider a spiky 

topping (perfectly legal but must have a warning sign displayed), 

and make sure it is closed and locked especially at night. 

If you have unoccupied rooms that can be accessed from outside 

make sure the windows are closed, if you need ventilation in these 

rooms at least lock the larger window and only have the small 

window open, even during the daytime. Naturally if the house is 

empty all windows should closed.  

Leave a door or patio door open and in comes trouble, even during 

the day if that door is accessible the sneak thief will pop in and 

anything laying around will be gone, you may have only popped 

down the end of the garden or having a quick shower upstairs, it 

only takes a second. 

Before you turn in for the night do the “rounds” some may think it is 

a bit over the top, but you will feel more confident and not become a 

victim of “the one time I forgot to shut the window……” Check the 

simple things:- 

1. Cars on the drive? – are the windows shut and doors locked 

(don’t assume that by pressing the button on the remote it is 

locked, try the handle too)? It is worth parking the least 

expensive car in front of the more expensive one. 

2. Side gate shut and locked, sheds and garages secure? 

3. Doors closed and locked, don’t forget on that UPVC multi-locking 
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door you may have lifted the handle but until you turn the 

key you have not locked all the locks in place. 

4. Don’t forget to check that patio door, someone may have closed 

it but did they lock it? 

5. Windows, lift the blinds or open the curtains and check them, 

the sun may have been on the TV so they were drawn with the 

window open because it was hot. Ensure all accessible windows 

are closed and locked, if you live in a bungalow or have flat 

roofs, in unoccupied rooms keep them closed and locked but if 

you need a window open for ventilation in occupied rooms as 

above lock the big window and just have the small one open. If 

you only have bigger windows consider a lockable window 

restrictor or a small sensor alarm at the window to detect entry. 

6. Check unnecessary appliances are turned off, and make sure 

in case of fire that keys are readily accessible to 

occupants but not in view of possible burglars.  

7. If you have an alarm activate the zone for the unoccupied area. 

8. Car keys, don’t take them to bed with you, where possible leave 

them in noisy drawer/location. 

9. If you do hear a suspicious noise in the house that you are not 

happy with dial 999, if you have an intruder remember your life 

is more important than your property, but do get a good 

description and if possible car index number. 

Last bit of advice, going on holiday? Stop the milk and newspaper 

deliveries and look after each other, get a neighbour and/or friend 

to keep an eye on your property, ensure neighbours have contact 

numbers for a key holder and where possible let them park their car 

on your drive, in the house lights on timers, Fake TV ect. Basically if 

you create the illusion that your house is occupied it is less likely to 

be broken into. Lastly curtains closed during the day, or partially 

closed at any time say that I am away. 

If would like Crime Reduction advice please don’t hesitate to 

contact me via the non-emergency telephone number 101 or look 

at the Essex Police website for more general advice. 

Stephen Armson-Smith Essex Police  

Crime Prevention Officer for the Braintree & Uttlesford Districts 

090616 
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Cally Calloman The penny farthing cyclist who 

rides for Charity by The Editor 

On Sunday May 29th 2016 which you may remember as a lovely 

warm summers day. I noticed this gentleman on his penny farthing 

cycling past. He stopped to show me his map and he had clearly 

taken a wrong turning and if he hadn’t consulted with me would 

have ended up going round in a big circle.  

Following consultation with his map we agreed he should head 

back over Colemans Bridge and turn left towards Kelvedon and 

Inworth. He then asked me if I had a spanner so that he could 

undo the bearing between the steering shaft and the front wheel. I 

asked what the problem was and he said he needed to grease the 

bearing which was squeaking every time he turned the handle bars 

and was driving him mad. Having sorted this all out and put 

everything back together. He went on his way. 

However my curiosity had been awakened so I fired up the 

computer and searched for him on the internet. I soon found a 

BBC look East clip from August 2010 when Cally who lives in 

Suffolk and collects old bicycles set off riding his penny farthing on 

a charity ride to help people with addictions.  He was planning to 

ride 1000 miles in 18 days (50 miles a day) I also learnt that the 

bike was a Grafton Ordinary built around 1879. 

Cally jokes when asked why he took up riding the Penny Farthing  

I wanted to be a pilot but failed to get a licence so this was the 

nearest thing I could get to low level flying available. He also says 

that being up that high he can see into people bedroom windows! 

If you want to watch the clip on BBC Essex then follow this link:- 
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-suffolk-10986795 

 

 

Dates for your diary. All the following are run by the 

R.P.F.A. to keep your village hall going, so please 

support us where you can. 

July 30th is Fun Day Note this Event has now been 

cancelled 

August 12th Wine tasting! Taste at least 7 different 

wines from a  reputable  firm in the comfort of your village 

hall. £20 per ticket. (Only 50 available) 

September 9th, a Quirky Quiz, which is a quiz with no 
questions just challenges and mysteries.  £2.50 each with 
teams up to four people.  Bring own drinks and nibbles. 
Doors open 7.30. 

October 14th Barn Dance. in village hall. Dance to 
Spring Heel Jacks . Tickets £10 includes a ploughman's 
supper.  Tickets available from Pauline on 01376 512836. 

Joint Service  

at  

Silver End Congregational Church 
 

Sunday 21st August 6.30 pm  

Led by the Rev. Paul Watkin 
 

Their will be a Joint Choir from both Churches 

 

This will be a wonderful Evening of Song 

and Fellowship 
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Music and Poetry  

For 

A Summer Evening 

23rd July 2016 

St Francis Church 

With Strawberries and Cream 

TICKETS £5 

Wine and Soft Drinks Available 

Call Clare 502605 or Ann 515437 

Festival of St Mary 
The Weekend of the 13th and 14th of August 

Chelmsford Silver Band 

2 pm at St Mary’s 
Saturday Afternoon in the Church or outside 

weather  permitting refreshments provided 
 

A weekend of events To Celebrate our Patron 

Saint the Virgin Mary 

Including  

Gift Day and Flower Festival 

Saturday, Children's Activities. 
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Silver End  

Gad Abouts 

We don’t have any memberships, these are  

DAY TRIPS FOR ALL! 

 

Wednesday 10th August— Clacton and Frinton  £14 

Wednesday 31st August- Southwold    £22 

To book your seat: 

Please call Denise on 01376 583055   AFTER 7:00PM 

(If no reply please leave your name & telephone number) 

Please enquire about pick up points. 

Trip dependant on a driver being available.  

Saturday 30th July 1pm –5pm

“Conker Park” (behind the Co-op) Silver End

Traditional Summer Fete

SEUFC are proud to host the annual

This year we are raising money for A Village Past Times Lunch

Teddy Tumble Bouncy Castle Craft Activities Bean Bag Game Nail Painting 

Cross Bar Challenge Tombola Golf Coconut Shy Lolly Stick Game
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9th  RIVENHALL  CHARITY  GOLF  DAY 

SATURDAY  20th  AUGUST 2016 

RIVENHALL  OAKS  GOLF  CENTRE 

(By kind permission of Mr & Mrs S Brice) 

 

9 holes on the Oaks and 9 holes on the Acorns Course, 

with tee times from 1pm 

Two course meal at the Golf Clubhouse (optional) 
 

Awards 

Teams of four playing for the Rivenhall Charity Shield 

Individual highest full Stableford score playing for  

The Shirley Anderson Memorial Trophy 
 

Prizes for the above and nearest the pin and the longest drive 

Golf 

Members of Rivenhall Oaks Golf Club £10 

Non-members     £20 

 

Evening Meal 

Two course Carvery    £15 

Non-playing guests    £15 

 

If interested in taking part or you would like more details,  

please contact Ann Kerr  -  01376 515437  

or see Bill Chapman at the Golf Club. 



Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor 516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 07749 657390 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam  Laura Pearson 01376 741317  

 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall  Pauline Marshall   07749 657390 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Dot Taylor    571551 

Mobile Library July Wed 6th and 20th Beech Road 4.10 to 4.30. p.m.  

Oak Stores    Sam and Kirsty Norman 618659 

 

Organisations in Silver End 

Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Roy Howard 583222 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree community Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Julia Bushnell 584337 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07870 899832 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 



The Poppies outside Rivenhall 

Church have been beautiful 

this year. The only problem is 

everything else is growing like 

crazy and the mowers in the 

Churchyard are struggling. 

Also I thought you would all 

like to see the matching red 

bus. Outside St Marys at a 

wedding. 

Rivenhall Gardening Club 

Summer Flower Show 

Saturday 30th July - 2.15 pm  

 

Come and see our Flower Show 

held at Rivenhall Village Hall. 

On show will be a variety of blooms including our 

Fuchsia classes.  

Home made teas, raffle and some plants will also 

be available to purchase. 
 

Admission Free  


